


September 2014 Message of the Month
Updates
FRAC –
· Congressman Heitkamp from North Dakota is introducing a bi-partisan reauthorization bill. NPA is communicating with FRAC for opportunities to provide input.
· CACFP Meal Pattern Realignment Rule is still at OMB, waiting release; OMB extended their review timeframe which is delaying publication.

USDA –

· Confirmed that OMB extended the 90-day review process on the CACFP Meal Pattern Realignment which was scheduled to end September; no update when they will release the rule.

· Headquarters is consolidating information from a couple of older memoranda, but not policy changes; should be released in the fall.

· Updated handbooks based on recent trainings should be released by the end of September.
Reports

.  
· Board Elections – MARO and MPRO representative positions have not been filled. Will again contact interested persons. If you’re still interested in running, or would like to nominate someone for these two positions, please contact Arnette Cowan at Arnette.Cowan@dhhs.nc.gov  as soon as possible.
· NPA to explore the idea of partnering/merging with National CACFP Sponsors Association and have a joint conference
· Management Company –Discussion on the logistical aspects and cost of securing a contract for planning and executing NPA conferences. The Board will:
· put together a committee to develop a Scope of Work and for writing the RFP to know how much a contract would cost
· investigate a few companies and what their role and responsibilities should be
Guest Speaker

· Stephen Jeffries – Shape America (formally the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance) whose headquarters is in Reston, Virginia discussed the mission and goals of this organization.  Mr. Jeffries provided his background—education and work experiences and explained that there are approximately a quarter million members around the country from school setting kindergarten thru 12th grade that are  working in health and physical education fields.  They are interested in working with younger children. Mr. Jeffries spoke about:
· other funding sources available to increase physical activity
· the CDC -- Center for Disease Control and Prevention of Obesity grant, known as “1305 grant” is designed to increase physical activity in early child educational centers,
· The SHAPE America organization, which includes six (6) districts, State associations and headquarters. Mr. Jeffries will share State associations contact information to promote physical activity opportunities within each State. 
· how the Board could develop a guide or other resources to be incorporated in the SHAPE America standards; more discussion is needed.

